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12 Communities‘ Projects on International Water and 

Climate Get the GEF-SGP‘s OP6 Funding Support 

12 Civil Society Organisations 

(CSOs) from Tarawa, including 

two from North Tarawa, will 

benefit from the Global Envi-

ronment Fund‘s Small Grant 

Programme‘s (GEF-SGP) fi-

nancial assistance, known as the 

OP6 Fund, following the sign-

ing of their project MOUs, on 

24 November, 2017, at the UN 

Joint Office Presence, 

(UNJOP) at Tekabutikeke. A 

similar signing function espe-

cially for North Tarawa com-

munities will take place at a 

later date. 

The eleven communities in-

clude Buota village, Utun Te-

bau-Kanonga-Roroko Clan 

from Temaiku, four communi-

ties from Bonriki, (the Kiribati 

Uniting Church community, 

the Catholic Community in 

Bonriki West, the Catholic 

Community in Bonriki East and 

the Korokota Church 

Mwaneaba Committee),  Ka-

wan Bairiki Mwaneba Commit-

tee, the 
Cont. p. 2 

Mayor Tauia Taoba, KiLGA‘s Chairman, at CLGF and UNESCAP Forums 
The Mayor for Betio Town 
Council and Acting Chairman 
of KiLGA, Mayor Tauia Tao-
aba, represented KiLGA at two 
back-to-back meetings, the 
Commonwealth Local Govern-
ment Forum (CLGF) meetings 
in Malta from  21-23 Novem-
ber, and the ―UNESCAP Re-
gional Partners Forum‖ in 
Bangkok from 28 –30 Novem-
ber.  
 
CLGF Forum, Malta—The 
CLGF Forum occurs every two 
years, attended by delegates 
from central and local govern-

ment officials from Common-
wealth countries. Both the Min-
istry of Internal Affairs and 
KiLGA are members of CLGF, 
with the Minister, Hon. Kobebe 
Taitai, being a member of the 
CLGF Board.   
 The Mayor was select-
ed to be a member of the panel 
on the topic ―Resourcing De-
velopment in a Small Island 
Developing State (SIDS)‖, to-
gether with a delegate from 
Mauritius and Malta. In his 
presentation, the Mayor empha-
sized the constraints faced by 
Councils in Kiribati with re-

gards to development resources, 
such as isolation, smallness, 
distance from the markets, low-
lying lands that have limited 
resources.  
 He also promoted the 
pro-local government policy of 
the new Kiribati government 
that is expected to benefit the 
Councils, such as salaries for 
elected officials, funding of 
Councils‘ infrastructure devel-
opment and development of 
fisheries and tourism, as reve-
nue earners. 
  
UNESCAP Forum, Bang-

kok—The UNESCAP‘s 

―Regional Partners Forum 

@Quito+1—Strategies and 

Priorities for the Implementa-

tion of the NUA in Asia and the 

Pacific‖, was held at the Thai-

land capital, hosted by UNES-

CAP and UN-Habitat during 

the 2017 SDG Week.  

 The Mayor was invit-

ed to join a panel on the topic, 

Effective implementation of 

the NUA, in support of the 

2030 Development 

(Sitting) Six of 12 beneficiaries of the GEF-SGP OP6 Grant, signing MOUs on 

their respective projects. Standing are witnesses, including outgoing Chairman 

MP Taoaba Kaiea (2nd Left) and Dr. Komeri Onoro (centre) 

Cont. p.2 

MCIC’s Investment Policy work-

shop participants at KIT 



 

 2 KiLGA newsletter, Vol. 7 Issue 11: Nov. 2017 

Tebikenikua Com-

munity in Bikenibeu and the 

KUC Temaiku Mwaneaba 

Committee. The two from 

North Tarawa  are the Ta-

biteuea Village Development 

Committee and the Buariki 

Eutan Karawa Mwaneaba Com-

mittee. The twelfth grantee is 

the Kiribati Local Government 

Association, KiLGA. 

The 11 community grantees 

will implement village sustaina-

ble development projects, fo-

cusing mainly on improving 

community livelihoods through 

water, sanitation and climate 

rebate activities whilst at the 

same time provide global envi-

ronmental benefits on interna-

tional waters and climate 

change.  

KiLGA will use the SGP grant 

funds to run a capacity building 

programme on the formulation 

of grant applications for the 

GEF SGP‘s OP6 Funds, from 

Councils and Communities.in 

the Gilbert and Line Groups. In 

total over US$400,000 from the 

GEF-SGP‘s Core and STAR 

funds have been committed to 

the 12 projects. 

Mr. Bwea Taburimai, chairman 

of the Kiribati Uniting Church 

in the airport village of Bonriki, 

with about 200 people, said that 

the grants will provided for 

much-needed water and sanita-

tion needs of church followers.  

―We‘ve been needing toilets 

that are safe, given that Bonriki 

is a water reserve, so the money 

will be used to build toilets 

connected to polypropelene 

septic tanks that will be built 

near the beach, well away from 

the water reserve,‖ he said. 

―We will probably build a sea 

wall at the edge of the land to 

protect the toilets from more 

frequent storms and king tides.‖  

The Councillor for Bairiki who 

came to witness the signing, 

Cllr. Teririko Anre, was simi-

larly impressed with the Fund.  

―This is the kind of grants that 

is very much needed in Bairiki 

and the whole of Tarawa Tein-

ainano as well. Let us face it, 

there are over 40,000 people 

living on just one island, many 

of them unemployed, so to al-

low for a healthier living, toilets 

must be available  and house-

holds should have easy access 

to clean water. With the money 

from this SGP grant, I know 

that many people in my village 

will benefit.‖ 

The outgoing chairman of the 

GEF SGP Steering Committee, 

former Mayor of TUC, and 

currently Member of Parlia-

ment for the South Tarawa, 

Taoaba Kaiea has always be-

lieved in the value of the GEF 

SGP Grants, when he com-

mented: 

―I‘ve been a member of this 

Committee for six years and 

during my term as Chairman, 

I‘ve realized that the biggest 

need of people in TUC area are 

water, toilets and lighting. Be-

cause the SGP Grant also fund 

projects in these sectors, it 

makes it very appropriate for 

TUC. It also helps provide for 

protection, security and safety 

of the women and young girls, 

because of the location of toi-

lets and water tanks, which are 

in public places.‖ 

The 12 projects were all ap-

proved by the National Steering 

Committee (NSC) of the SGP 

Kiribati, making a total of 17 

Grantee Project Awards total-

ing US$654,992 in 2017. This 

is a remarkable achievement by 

the NSC considering that 2017 

is the first year of operation of 

SGP Kiribati as a Country Pro-

gramme—that is—Kiribati-

operated and -managed. The 

National Coordinator for the 

GEF-SPG in Kiribati, Dr. 

Komeri Onorio is happy with 

the projects. 

―My congratulations to the 

grantees who will be imple-

menting their own projects and 

submit timely progress and 

financial reports in accordance 

with the MOAs they have 

signed with UNDP and my sup-

port will be offered as needed.  

The important milestone here is 

that since inception in 2007, the 

SGP Kiribati has enhanced its 

capacity and is now able to 

commit GEF SGP grant alloca-

tions as with its sister Country 

Mr. Ienraoi Nonouri,(Chairman of 

Tebau-Kanonga-Roroko Clan, 

from Temaiku) with MP Taoaba 

Kaiea witnessing his signing. 

Agenda, together with speakers 

from China, India, Malaysia 

and Viet Nam.  

The Mayor‘s topic focuses on 

the status of and challenges 

facing the implementation of 

the SDGs and the National Ur-

ban Agenda (NUA) in Kiribati, 

with case studies taken from   

his own Council, the Betio 

Town Council (BTC).  

 He told the conference 

that since Kiribati is a Small 

Island Developing State, chal-

lenged by impacts of Climate 

Change, the implementation of 

the MDGs and NUA are greatly 

constrained and would there-

fore require financial and other 

assistance as well as coopera-

tion from UNESCAP and its 

partners. He also highlighted 

the low staff capacity of BTC 

and other councils in Kiribati to 

effectively implement the 

SDGs and NUA and recom-

mended to the meeting that 

special assistance, including on 

capacity building, should be 

provided for smaller countries 

such as Kiribati and its town 

Councils from the UN and de-

velopment partners. 

From p. 1: UNESCAP Forum in Bangkok 

From p.1 

TOR for the 

ChildFund-

KiLGA Liaison 

Officer Finalised 

14 Nov., KiLGA Office, BTC – 

A short meeting took place 

between ChildFund‘s Country 

Director Rick Steele and KiL-

GA‘s Executive Officer which 

finalized details of the Terms 

of Reference (TOR) for the 

Liaison Coordinator for the 

ChildFund‘s ‗Positive Places 

to Live‘ project and details of 

the recruitment process. 

The meeting also agreed that 

candidates should be internet 

literate, which is why part of 

information can be sighted via 

a browsing of the KiLGA‘s 

website.  

For this ChildFund‘s IT of-

ficer, Toani Narao, provided 

technical work on the creation 

of the website menu tap, while 

KiLGA was given the respon-

sibility of processing the ad-

vertisement with the local me-

dia. The screening and inter-

view processes will be carried 

out by both parties, once appli-

cations are received. 
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MCIC Workshop on 

Investment Policy 

21–22 Nov., KIT, Betio – A two-day 

workshop organised by the Ministry of 

Commerce, Industries and Cooperatives, 

gathered local investors, government 

officials, NGO representative and other 

experts on investment, to review a Diag-

nostic Assessment report on the Invest-

ment Climate in Kiribati, done by Tira 

Green, an interna-

tional consultant, 

who did the as-

sessment earlier 

this year. 

The report by Ms. 

Green contains 

findings and rec-

ommendations 

that the workshop discussed and accept-

ed as reasonable reflections of the cur-

rent investment environment in the 

country, which is often dissuasive to 

foreign investors. It was generally ac-

cepted that recommendations should be 

incorporated into a new policy and in-

cluded in a proposed Investment 

Amendment Bill that must be tabled in 

Parliament as soon as possible.   

 KiLGA joined the workshop, represent-

ing Councils that can contribute well to 

improved investment opportunities. 

Top: Workshop participants. Above: MCIC’s Of-

ficer in Charge, Roreti Eritai, centre, giving the 

closing remarks at the conclusion of the Investment 

Workshop. Insert: Tira Green, consultant.  

Tamana celebrates its 

50th Anniversary 
Saturday, 18 Nov., Tamana Island – A del-

egation from the government, led by the 

Vice President and comprising other Cabi-

net members, Secretary to Cabinet and sen-

ior government officials, a KPC Repre-

sentative, the island MP and other invited 

guests, joined the 50th Anniversary celebra-

tion of the Tamana Island Council.  

The Tamana Council held its first election 

on 31 November, 1967, as reported by the 

Colony Information News (CIN) of the 

same year. According to the newspaper, the 

first President of the Tamana Council was  

Te Ingintaake Tobaba and his vice Presi-

dent was Ten Teangaiti.  

Another historical event taking place on the 

same date, but in 1517, was Martin Luther‘s 

posting of the 95 Theses on the door of the 

Wittenburg in Germany.  

 The Tamana Council Anniversary 

celebration was also a double-up act to cel-

ebrate the 160th anniversary of the arrival 

of the Kiribati Protestant Church in Kiriba-

ti. The whole island participated in joyful 

dancing, feasting, speeches and offering of 

gifts at Council mwaneaba Baun Tamana. 

 The Mayor of Tamana is Eken 

Taumauri, a former Police Officer and his 

Vice Mayor is Sene Ribanti. Other elected 

Councillors are Atema Bwareta, Tebou 

Abitai, Mackenzie Matita and Tewera Ati-

toa. The Clerk is Ms. Teauatara Villiam. 
KiLGA congratulates Tamana Council. 

The Vice President and Minister for Women, 

Youths & Social Affairs, Hon. Kourabi Ne-

nem, the Chief Guest to the anniversary 

celebration on Tamana. (Photo courtesy of 

Tamana Island Council’s newsletter.) 

Whole-of-Island 

Approach TA talks 

with KiLGA 

10 Nov., 2017, KiLGA Office—
Tokintekai (Tokky) Bakineti, 
pictured, the local Technical 
Assistant (TA) with the Whole-
of-Island Approach (WoI) pro-
ject, under the Kiribati National 
Expert Group on Climate 
Change (KNEG), based in the 
Office of Te Beretitenti, visited 

KiLGA‘s Office to share infor-
mation and consult on strate-
gies for Councils in the imple-
mentation of the Kiribati Joint 
Implementation Plan on Cli-
mate Change (KJIP). 

This is part of the Kiribati 
(Least Developed Country 
Fund (LDCF) project - Enhanc-
ing "whole-of-islands" ap-
proach to strengthen communi-
ty resilience to climate and dis-
aster risks in Kiribati. The pro-
ject‘s main objective is to ad-

dress urgent and immediate 
adaptation priorities, and kick-
start the medium to long-term 
adaptation planning process to 
ensure that the development 
efforts are durable, sustainable 
and appropriate. 

At the end of the discussion, 
KiLGA agreed to provide a list 
of interventions aligned to 
theme ―Capacities of national 
government institutions and 
personnel strengthened on 
mainstreaming climate and 

disaster risks, supporting the 
operalization of the Kiribati 
Joint Implementation Plan for 
Climate Change and Disaster 
Risk Management 2014-2023‖.   

 

Tokky in 

an undated 

photo from 

the Inter-

net 
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Kiribati is benefiting from the 

EU-PIFS-funded regional pro-

gramme, known as the ‗Raising 

the Voice for Sports in the 

Pacific‘ (RVSP), which is 

providing assistance for the 

validation of Kiribati‘s National 

Sports Recreation Policy. The 

validation process includes con-

sultations of key stakeholders, 

such as CSOs, government, 

especially the Ministry of 

Women, Youths & Social Af-

fairs, (MWYSA), and other 

partners.  

Already two such consultations 

have taken place, the first on 22 

November, 2017 and the se-

cond on 28 November, all held 

at the YCL Conference Room 

in Antebuka. The workshops 

were conducted by the RVSP 

Kiribati team, comprising Mar-

tin Puta Tofinga, representing 

CSOs and Tenea Betene, the 

Coordinator of the Oceania 

Sports Eduation Programme 

(OSEP). 

The next steps will include a 

series of consultations with 

CSOs and concerned govern-

ment ministries, planned for 

December, 2017 and January, 

2018, respectively. Once the 

policy is completed, it will be 

submitted to Cabinet, in Febru-

ary, 2018, for its approval. 

The project is of national im-

portance since it was coordinat-

ed by local consultants, focuses 

on the active involvement of 

CSOs in Sport Policy develop-

ment and implementation, takes 

government to account on its 

sporting responsibilities and 

will benefit everyone including 

youths and sports associations 

in all Councils areas. 

The RVSP project is a EU-PIFS 

funded project, led by the Oce-

ania National Olympic Com-

mittee (ONOC) which will 

build the capacity of 16 repre-

sentatives of non-state actors in 

8 target countries including; 

Fiji, Federated States of Micro-

nesia (FSM), Kiribati, Papua 

New Guinea (PNG), Palau, 

Samoa, Tuvalu and Vanuatu.  

Participants of the PVSP policy consultation involving key stakeholders, 

held at KCY Conference Centre in Antebuka, on 22 November, 2017. 

Tenoa is at extreme left; Martin is second from right. 

The Kiribati Local Governance 

and Urban Development 

(KIRILOG) Project takes off 

with Technical Assistance from 

UNDP. Sylvia Siango Apreku 

(from Uganda), a Local Gov-

ernance Specialist, coordinated 

the project formulation process. 

 Through stakeholder 

consultations and workshops, 

the development challenge and 

problem tree pathway (above) 

was agreed upon. To address 

this development challenge, the 

KIRILOG project over four 

years (2018 – 2021), aims to 

provide the following delivera-

bles: 

Output 1: Strengthened na-

tional and councils‘ capacities 

and performance for effective 

local service delivery. 

Output 2: Enhanced urban 

development, planning and 

management leading to planned 

urbanisation. 

Output 3: Improved 

participatory, inte-

grated and evidence-

based development 

planning and local 

economic develop-

ment/LED. 

Output 4: Institu-

tionalized ICT led 

innovations for em-

powerment of com-

munities to hold na-

tional government 

and councils ac-

countable. 

The KIRILOG Project aligns 

with the KV20 Pillar 4. Gov-

ernance: To create a corrupt-

free society by strengthening 

national and local traditional 

and governance policy and 

legislative framework; and the 

KDP (2016-2019) KPA 5. 

Governance. Goal 5: To 

strengthen national governance 

systems to promote the princi-

ples of good governance in-

cluding accountability, trans-

parency, and inclusiveness. 

The KIRILOG project will 

provide capacity building train-

ings to local and urban island 

councils, policy advisory to the 

Ministry of Internal Affairs and 

to finalize formulation and re-

source mobilization for the 

substantive programme of sup-

port through UNDP to the Gov-

ernment of Kiribati to strength-

en sub-national level govern-

ance for effective local service 

delivery and local economic 

development. 

UNDP will further mobilize 

national/local technical assis-
tance, to ensure continuity, 

keep the implementation mo-
mentum and sustainability of 

results generat-
ed under the 
KIRILOG pro-

ject. 

*No policy on urbanization/urban 
planning and development.

“Weak governance systems and mechanisms for 

inclusive, equitable local Service delivery and local 

economic development, including urban development”

* Unplanned urbanization and 
settlements.
*Weak strategic planning in Outer 
Islands and weak alignment with 
national plans.
*Lack of financial resources, staff, 
equipment to councils for local 
service delivery.

* Weak institutional capacities at 
national level.
* Weak institutional capacities at 
sub-national level.
* Weak capacities of Island 
Development Committees.
* Lack of training on project 
development and management.

*Conflict of interest in priority 
selection of development projects.
*Selection of unqualified casual 
labourers by the councils.

*Rural-urban migration
*Lack of access to economic 
opportunities/jobs on the outer 
islands.
*Geographic isolation of rural 
councils.
*High communication and 
transportation costs.
*Land issues and wrangles

Development 
Challenge

(To be addressed by 
the KIRILOG Project )

KIRILOG Project
Pathway from the Problem Tree

Immediate 
Causes

Underlying 
Causes

Structural Root 
Causes

*Inadequate citizens participation in local 
service delivery.
*Limited access to information (No 
transparency and accountability).
*Inadequate community participation in local 
economic development.
*Inadequate prioritization of fiscal 
decentralization by Central Government.
*Low success rate of project 

*Weak coordination between national and 
decentralized structures.
*Weak communication and ICT connectivity 
with Outer Islands.
*Disempowered women and youth at local 
level.

*Unclear role of Unimwane in local service delivery. 
*Weak CSO and private sector involvement in local service delivery.

Formulation of UNDP’s KIRILOG Project Takes off in Kiribati 

National Sports Recreation Policy validated under RSVP Project 

Sylvia Siango Apreku 


